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Dryness continues in many areas of Central America, Haiti, and the Dominican Republic

1
1. Above-average 

rain during the past 
30 days has saturated 
ground conditions and 
caused localized flooding in parts of South Sudan and 
southern Sudan. Above-average rains forecast during 
the next week are expected to increase the risk of 
localized flash flooding.
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1. Southern areas of Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic have accumulated significant rainfall 
deficits over the past several weeks, hurting 
agricultural and hydrological activities. Low river 
levels, which supply dams, have led to water 
restrictions and occasional power outages in 
the Santo Domingo Province of the Dominican 
Republic. Below-average rain forecast during 
the next week could worsen ground conditions. 

2. Light rains are forecast for Guatemala (except in western areas), 
which will likely sustain moisture deficits in the Dry Corridor of central 
Guatemala and could potentially hurt crops.

3. Poorly distributed rainfall since early March increased moisture deficits and 
worsened ground conditions in southern Honduras and west-central Nicaragua. 
Cropping activities could be negatively impacted if rains remain below average.

4. Extended dry spells and below-average rains have led to substantial seasonal rainfall 
deficits and poor ground conditions in southern Honduras and northern Nicaragua. Drought 
conditions have reduced crop yields and increased the probabily of crop damage and losses.

5. Since late June, infrequent and below-average rains have increased moisture deficits in eastern El 
Salvador. Below-average rains are forecast for the next week, potentially negatively affecting crops.

1. Poorly distributed rainfall since May has increased 
moisture deficits and hurt ground conditions in 
northwestern Kazakhstan.

2. Several weeks of reduced seasonal rainfall in 
southeastern Kazakhstan and northern Kyrgyzstan 
will likely lead to dryness. Little to no rainfall is 
forecast for the next week.

Temperatures
Last week, temperatures were in the 30s throughout 
Kazakhstan, with temperatures above 40°C in 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, and Pakistan. 
Temperatures were near normal in Central Asia, at 
1-3°C above normal. For the next week, temperatures 
are again expected to be seasonable, with maximum 
weekly temperatures in the mid-to-upper 30s 
throughout Kazakhstan, and in the lower to mid-40s 
further south. 

Precipitation
During the last week, northern and western Kazakhstan received increased rainfall, while southern Kazakhstan received 
less rain. While the latest increase in rains and ground moisture across northwestern Kazakhstan is expected to help relieve 
abnormal dryness, consistently poor precipitation since May has led to considerable moisture deficits that may continue to 
impede the development of seasonal crops. Well-distributed light to moderate amounts of precipitation are forecast next week 
throughout central and northern Kazakhstan, with little rainfall accumulation expected over the drier parts of the country.
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Africa

Reduced rainfall observed across West Africa

During the past week, rainfall decreased across West Africa as 
rains continued to push seasonally north into the Sahel. The 
highest rainfall totals (40-75 mm) were observed in localized 
areas of Guinea, western/northern Mali, southern Guinea, 
western Niger, Chad, and eastern/central Nigeria. Meanwhile, 
moderate rains (10-40 mm) fell across Nigeria and much of the 
Sahel. A week of average rainfall in Chad has provided beneficial 
moisture to recently dry areas. In contrast, light rains (<10 mm) 
were observed from Liberia to Benin and areas farther north 
in Senegal (Figure 1). Outside of localized areas that received 
heavy rain, weekly rainfall was below average in West Africa. 
While the lack of rains provided relief to saturated conditions in 
Sierra Leone and Liberia, the dryness increased seasonal deficits 
in Nigeria and prolonged the poor start to seasonal rains in 
Senegal. 

The lack of rain across the Gulf of Guinea slightly reduced 
longer term rainfall surpluses. Thirty-day rainfall anomalies 
continue to be well above average (120-200 percent) in far 
western West Africa, except in Senegal. In eastern West Africa, 
conditions has been dry as rains were 50-80 percent of normal 
in Chad, Nigeria, Togo, Benin, Ghana, eastern Burkina Faso, and 
Niger. The below-average rains have delayed planting in Chad 
and Senegal. However, rain during the past week provided 
needed moisture to Chad, Niger and Mali. Seasonal rains remain 
sluggish in other areas as 30-day rainfall deficits have grown 
across Senegal (Figure 2). 

Next week, light rains (<15 mm) are forecast in Burkina Faso and 
Niger, and below-average rains are also expected in dry areas in 
Senegal. Heavy rains (>50 mm) are forecast in Nigeria, southern 
Mali, northern Côte d’Ivoire, Guinea, Sierra Leone, and Liberia. 

Average to above-average rains continue in East Africa

Last week, moderate to heavy rains (>30 mm) fell across East 
Africa, with the heaviest rains (>75 mm) in the Tigray, Amhara, 
and western Oromia Regions of Ethiopia and localized areas 
in South Sudan and southern Sudan. After poor rains created 
early season rainfall deficits in northern Ethiopia and bordering 
Sudan, heavy rains during the past several weeks have led 
to average to above-average 30-day rainfall totals. Dryness 
concerns were mitigated in some areas, but flooding concerns 
continue across saturated areas in South Sudan and central 
southern Sudan. Consistently heavy rains have driven 30-day 
rainfall percentiles above the 80th percentile (Figure 3) and 
torrential rains have led to reports of flooding in South Sudan 
and southern Sudan. NDVI still indicates poor vegetation 
conditions in eastern Sudan and northwestern Ethiopia, but 
recent rains should help improve conditions. Next week, heavy 
rain (>50 mm) is forecast for saturated areas in South Sudan 
and southern Sudan, which will keep flooding risks elevated. 
Heavy rain (>50 mm) is also expected across western Ethiopia.
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Figure 1: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall (mm)
Valid: July 9-15 2014

Figure 2: Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Percent of Normal (%)
Valid: June 16-July 15, 2014

Figure 3. Satellite-Estimated Rainfall Percentile (%)
Valid: June 16-July 15, 2014

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Source: NOAA/CPC

Note: The hazards outlook map on page 1 is based on current weather/climate information and short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 
week). It assesses their potential impact on crop and pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have 
been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range 
seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions. 
 
Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424. 

 
A reduction in rain was observed across West Africa. 

During the past seven days, a reduction in rain was observed 
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the Sahel. The highest rainfall totals (40-75mm) were observed in 
localized areas in Guinea, western/northern Mali, southern Guinea, 
western Niger, Chad, and eastern/central Nigeria. Meanwhile, 
moderate rains (10-40mm) fell across Nigeria and much of the 
Sahel. A week of average rainfall in Chad has provided beneficial 
moisture to recently dry areas. In contrast, light rains (<10mm) were 
observed from Liberia to Benin and areas farther north in Senegal 
(Figure 1). Outside of localized areas that received heavy rain, 
weekly rainfall was below-average in West Africa. While the lack of 
rains provided relief to saturated grounds in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia, the dry conditions increased seasonal deficits in Nigeria 
and prolonged the poor start to seasonal rains in Senegal. 

The lack of rain across the Gulf of Guinea helped to slightly reduce 
longer term rainfall surpluses. Thirty-day rainfall anomalies continue 
to be well above-average (120-200%) in far western West Africa 
except Senegal. In eastern West Africa, conditions has been dry as 
rains were 50-80% of normal in Chad, Nigeria, Togo, Benin, Ghana, 
eastern Burkina Faso and Niger. The below-average rains have 
delayed planting in Chad and Senegal. However, weekly rains 
during the past week provided needed moisture to countries in the 
Sahel including Chad, Niger and Mali. In contrast, seasonal rains 
remain sluggish in other areas as thirty-day rainfall deficits have 
grown across Senegal as rains remain below-average (Figure 2). 

For next week, light rains (<15mm) are forecast across the Sahel in 
Burkina Faso and Niger while heavy rains (>50mm) are forecast 
farther south in Nigeria and farther west in southern Mali, northern 
Cote D’Ivoire, Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia. Below-average 
rains are also expected in dry areas in Senegal.  

Average to above-average rains continue in eastern Africa. 

During the past week, moderate to heavy rains (>30mm) were 
observed across eastern Africa. The heaviest rains (>75mm) fell in 
the Tigray, Amhara and western Oromia departments of Ethiopia 
and localized areas in South Sudan and southern Sudan. After poor 
rains created early season rainfall deficits in northern Ethiopia and 
bordering Sudan, rains during the past several weeks have been 
heavy and above-average leading to average to above-average 
thirty-day rainfall totals. While dryness concerns were mitigated in 
some areas, flooding concerns continue across saturated areas in 
South Sudan and central southern Sudan. Consistent heavy rains 
have led to thirty-day rainfall percentiles above the 80th percentile 
(Figure 3). The torrential rains have led to reports of flooding in 
South Sudan, and southern Sudan. Vegetative indices still indicate 
poor ground conditions in eastern Sudan and northwestern Ethiopia 
but recent rains should help improve ground conditions. For the 
next week, heavy rain (>50mm) is forecast for saturated areas in 
South Sudan and southern Sudan which will keep flooding risks 
elevated. Heavy rain (>50mm) is also expected across western 
Ethiopia.  
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Figure 3:   NOAA/CPC Note: The hazards outlook map on page 1 is based on current weather/climate information and short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 
week). It assesses their potential impact on crop and pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have 
been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range 
seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions. 
 
Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424. 

 
A reduction in rain was observed across West Africa. 

During the past seven days, a reduction in rain was observed 
across West Africa as rains continued to push seasonally north into 
the Sahel. The highest rainfall totals (40-75mm) were observed in 
localized areas in Guinea, western/northern Mali, southern Guinea, 
western Niger, Chad, and eastern/central Nigeria. Meanwhile, 
moderate rains (10-40mm) fell across Nigeria and much of the 
Sahel. A week of average rainfall in Chad has provided beneficial 
moisture to recently dry areas. In contrast, light rains (<10mm) were 
observed from Liberia to Benin and areas farther north in Senegal 
(Figure 1). Outside of localized areas that received heavy rain, 
weekly rainfall was below-average in West Africa. While the lack of 
rains provided relief to saturated grounds in Sierra Leone and 
Liberia, the dry conditions increased seasonal deficits in Nigeria 
and prolonged the poor start to seasonal rains in Senegal. 

The lack of rain across the Gulf of Guinea helped to slightly reduce 
longer term rainfall surpluses. Thirty-day rainfall anomalies continue 
to be well above-average (120-200%) in far western West Africa 
except Senegal. In eastern West Africa, conditions has been dry as 
rains were 50-80% of normal in Chad, Nigeria, Togo, Benin, Ghana, 
eastern Burkina Faso and Niger. The below-average rains have 
delayed planting in Chad and Senegal. However, weekly rains 
during the past week provided needed moisture to countries in the 
Sahel including Chad, Niger and Mali. In contrast, seasonal rains 
remain sluggish in other areas as thirty-day rainfall deficits have 
grown across Senegal as rains remain below-average (Figure 2). 

For next week, light rains (<15mm) are forecast across the Sahel in 
Burkina Faso and Niger while heavy rains (>50mm) are forecast 
farther south in Nigeria and farther west in southern Mali, northern 
Cote D’Ivoire, Guinea, Sierra Leone and Liberia. Below-average 
rains are also expected in dry areas in Senegal.  

Average to above-average rains continue in eastern Africa. 

During the past week, moderate to heavy rains (>30mm) were 
observed across eastern Africa. The heaviest rains (>75mm) fell in 
the Tigray, Amhara and western Oromia departments of Ethiopia 
and localized areas in South Sudan and southern Sudan. After poor 
rains created early season rainfall deficits in northern Ethiopia and 
bordering Sudan, rains during the past several weeks have been 
heavy and above-average leading to average to above-average 
thirty-day rainfall totals. While dryness concerns were mitigated in 
some areas, flooding concerns continue across saturated areas in 
South Sudan and central southern Sudan. Consistent heavy rains 
have led to thirty-day rainfall percentiles above the 80th percentile 
(Figure 3). The torrential rains have led to reports of flooding in 
South Sudan, and southern Sudan. Vegetative indices still indicate 
poor ground conditions in eastern Sudan and northwestern Ethiopia 
but recent rains should help improve ground conditions. For the 
next week, heavy rain (>50mm) is forecast for saturated areas in 
South Sudan and southern Sudan which will keep flooding risks 
elevated. Heavy rain (>50mm) is also expected across western 
Ethiopia.  

Satellite Estimated Rainfall (mm) 
Valid: July 9 – July 15, 2014 

 

Figure 1:   NOAA/CPC 
 

Satellite Estimated Rainfall Percent of Normal (%) 
Valid: June 16 – July 15, 2014 

  

Figure 2:    NOAA/CPC 
 

Satellite Estimated Rainfall Percentile (%) 
Valid: June 16 – July 15, 2014 

 

Figure 3:   NOAA/CPC 



Famine Early Warning Systems Network 4

Weather Hazards Summary

ABOUT WEATHER HAZARDS
Hazard maps are based on current weather/climate information, short and medium range weather forecasts (up to 1 week) and their potential impact on crop and 
pasture conditions. Shaded polygons are added in areas where anomalous conditions have been observed. The boundaries of these polygons are only approximate at 
this continental scale. This product does not reflect long range seasonal climate forecasts or indicate current or projected food security conditions.

Latin America and the Caribbean

Below-average rains are expected to continue across Central America

During the past week, moderate to heavy rains fell over northern and southwestern Guatemala, eastern Honduras, and the Atlantic Basin 
of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and western Panama. The heaviest (>200 mm) rains fell over southeastern Nicaragua and eastern Costa Rica. 
Meanwhile, below-average rains fell along the Pacific Basin and inland Central America, which increased 30-day moisture deficits. Since mid-
June, east-central Guatemala, the western and southern parts of Honduras, and western Nicaragua have received only 25-50 percent of their 
average rainfall. Since early May, the largest rainfall deficits have been recorded over central Honduras and western Nicaragua, with recent 
vegetation indices showing inadequate and below-average conditions in these areas. If the lack of rain continues, it could further hurt crops 
and ultimately reduce seasonal yields. 

Next week, light rains are again forecast over inland Central America. This will likely increase moisture deficits and potentially worsen ground 
conditions. Meanwhile, locally heavy rains are forecast over western Guatemala and the Atlantic coastlines of Nicaragua and Costa Rica. The 
forecast heavy rains could trigger localized flooding and landslides in already saturated areas of western Guatemala, southeastern Nicaragua, 
and coastal Costa Rica.

Prolonged dryness persists despite a slight increase in rainfall during the past week

During the past week, a slight increase in rainfall was observed over Hispaniola. Moderate rains fell over the dry areas of southern Haiti and 
south-central Dominican Republic. Moderate rains were also fell over central Haiti and western Dominican Republic. However, large rainfall 
deficits have persisted across the southern and northeastern parts of the island. Since early May, cumulative rainfall has only been 25-50 
percent of the average over southern Hispaniola. In Haiti, the lack of rains have combined with high temperatures to negatively impact crops. 
In the Dominican Republic, the prolonged dryness has resulted in low dam river levels, which have led to water restriction and some power 
outages over the Santo Domingo Region. Recent NDVI has shown poor and below-average conditions over many local areas of southern 
Hispaniola. Dry weather is expected to continue next week, which could worsen conditions over many local areas. However, heavy showers 
are forecast over localized areas of the L’Artibonite and Sud-Est Departments of Haiti and central regions of the Dominican Republic.
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Figure 1: Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm)
Valid: July 17-23, 2014

Source: NOAA/CPC

Questions or comments about this product may be directed to Wassila.Thiaw@noaa.gov or 1-301-683-3424.  

Reduced rains expected to continue.  
 
During the past week, moderate to heavy rains were observed over the northern and southwest parts of Guatemala, eastern Honduras, and the 
Atlantic Basin of Nicaragua, Costa Rica, and western Panama. The heaviest (> 200 mm) rains fell over southeastern Nicaragua and eastern Costa 
Rica. Meanwhile suppressed rains were observed along the Pacific Basin and interior of Central America. This past week’s rainfall totals were 
below-average, which helped increase thirty-day moisture deficits across the interior of Central America. Since mid-June, east central Guatemala, 
the western and southern parts of Honduras, and western Nicaragua have received only between 25 and 50 percent of their average rainfall. Since 
the beginning of May, the largest rainfall deficits have been recorded over portions of central Honduras, extending to western Nicaragua. Recent 
vegetation indices have shown inadequate and below-average conditions over portions of central Honduras and western Nicaragua. If the lack of 
rains continues, it could negatively affect crops further and ultimately reduce seasonal yields. 
 
During the next week, light rains are again forecast over the interior of Central America. This will likely increase moisture deficits and potentially 
worsen conditions on the ground. Meanwhile, localized heavy rains are forecast over western Guatemala, the Atlantic coastlines of Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica. The forecast heavy rains could trigger localized flooding and landslides over already saturated grounds of western Guatemala, 
southeastern Nicaragua and coastal Costa Rica. 
 

Seven-Day Total Rainfall Forecast (mm) 
July 17 – July 23, 2014 

 
Figure 1:  Source NOAA / CPC 


